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~GUEST SPEAKER BIOS~ 
Dr. Danny Avula 

Dr. Danny Avula is the Director of the Richmond City and Henrico County Health Departments. He is a public 

health physician specializing in pediatrics and preventive medicine, and he continues to practice clinically 

as a pediatric hospitalist.  After graduating from the University of Virginia, he attended medical school at the 

VCU School of Medicine, and completed residencies at VCU and Johns Hopkins University, where he also 

received a Master’s in Public Health.  He is an Affiliate Faculty member at VCU, where he regularly serves as 

an advisor and preceptor to graduate and medical students.   
 

Mr. Clarence Carter 

Clarence H. Carter is the Director of the Office of Family Assistance and the Acting Director of the Office of 

Family Assistance at HHS’ Administration for Children and Families, coming from the Institute for the 

Improvement of the Human Condition, which he founded. At that organization, he worked with state and 

local safety net agencies to meet the emergency needs of socially and economically vulnerable citizens. 

Mr. Carter served as the Director of the Arizona Department of Economic Security, in addition to other state, 

federal and local human services management positions. He managed the Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP) and served as the Director of the Office of Community Services. As Commissioner 

of the Virginia Department of Social Services, his program was instrumental in growing the capacity of its 

citizens. 
 

Dr. Jay Fagan 

Jay Fagan, Ph.D., is Professor in the School of Social Work at Temple University and Principle Investigator and 

Co-director of the Fatherhood Research and Practice Network, funded by the Administration for Children 

and Families (Grant #90PR0006, OPRE).  His research has focused on at-risk fathers (nonresident, Head Start, 

adolescent fathers), co-parenting in nonresidential families, family structure effects on young children, 

parent education and co-parenting interventions for fathers, fathers and early childhood programs, 

fathering in the context of family processes, and the relationship between childcare and work-family 

balance among low-income women.  He is currently conducting studies on nonresidential fathers’ co-

parenting relationships and the effects of mother-father co-parenting relationships on at-risk fathers’ 

involvement with children. 
 

Dr. Wade F. Horn 

Wade F. Horn, Ph.D., is a Managing Director at Deloitte Consulting where he is Lead Client Service Partner 

(LCSP) for the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Health and Human Services 

Market Leader focused on state government.  As LCSP for Deloitte’s CMS account, Dr. Horn is responsible for 

driving service excellence and managing risk, developing the account leaders and team, and delivering 

strong financial performance. Prior to coming to Deloitte, Dr. Horn served from 2001 to 2007 as the Assistant 

Secretary for Children and Families within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services where he 

oversaw over 60 federal programs with a total annual budget of $47 billion aimed at improving the well-

being of children and helping families achieve self-sufficiency, including welfare, child welfare, child support, 

child care, and adoption. 
 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 

~GUEST SPEAKER BIOS~ 
(Cont.) 

Dr. Jeffery M. Johnson 

Jeffery M. Johnson is President and CEO of the National Partnership for Community Leadership (NPCL).  As a 

national nonprofit intermediary organization, the mission of NPCL is to strengthen the service capacity of 

nonprofit and community-based agencies to empower youth and families.  Dr. Johnson is a nationally 

recognized authority in the areas of leadership, employment and training, urban poverty and youth 

employment.  A particular focus of Dr. Johnson’s work has been on the plight of African-American men and 

families. He played a principal role in passage of the first national fatherhood legislation in Congress, The 

Fathers Count Bill.  Dr. Johnson is also the author of several publications including Fatherhood Development: 

A Curriculum for Young Fathers.  

 
Scott Lekan 

Scott M. Lekan is currently serving as the Commissioner of the Office of Child Support Enforcement (OCSE). 

He brings experience in child support program administration, as the former Assistant Director of Arizona’s 

Department of Economic Security.  In that role, Lekan focused on improving child support program 

performance through detailed analysis of caseload data and close attention to customer service. He also 

previously served as the Assistant Director for Arizona’s Department of Economic Security, Division of Aging & 

Adult Services. Prior to his appointment, Lekan worked as a Business Development Manager for Informatix 

Inc., an information technology and business solutions company providing services to child support and 

other human services agencies around the country. Lekan holds a B.S. in Criminal Justice from Northern 

Arizona University, and an M.B.A. from California Pacific University. 

 
Reverend Delores McQuinn 

Delores McQuinn is a member of the Virginia House of Delegates, representing District 70. Rev. McQuinn 

attended Virginia Commonweath University and Virginia Union University. She served on the Richmond City 

School Board from 1992 to 1996 and the Richmond City Council from 1999 to 2009. She was first elected to 

the chamber in a 2009 special election. 

 
Pastor Samuel Muhima 

Samuel Muhima is Founder of Karis (meaning ‘grace’) Children’s Home in Kampala, Uganda. He and his wife 

Millie founded the orphanage in 2002, a time when Kampala was at its highest crime rate. As disease, 

poverty and unemployment continued to rise, Pastor Muhima was determined to house countless orphans in 

need of shelter, life skills and an understanding that God had a plan for their lives. In 2007, Karis launched a 

non-profit community school that was affordable to poor surrounding families in the area. Offering various 

subjects of study encouraged students to pursue subjects and professions in which they felt they could be 

successful. Karis remains today and has helped both men and women to succeed in fields ranging from 

cosmetology to carpentry and teaching. Pastor Muhima holds a Master’s degree acquired from both the 

Kampala, Uganda branch and Baltimore headquarters of Maryland Bible College and Seminary in 

Baltimore, MD. 

 
Frank J. Thornton 

The Honorable Frank J. Thornton was first elected to the Henrico County Board of Supervisors in 1995 to 

represent the Fairfield Magisterial District and is currently serving his sixth term. He has served as the Board’s 

Chairman five times Mr. Thornton holds appointed positions with national, statewide, and regional 

governmental organizations, including the National Association of Counties, Virginia Association of Counties, 

and Virginia Transit Association Board of Directors. He also serves on the Capital Region Airport Commission, 

Richmond Regional Planning District Commission, Richmond Regional Transportation Organization Policy 

Board, and Maymont Foundation Board of Directors. 

 


